
While not a traditional 

economic indicator, our 

country’s investment in our 

colleges and universities is 

one of the most significant 

measures of our long-term 

economic growth.

10–25% of annual economic growth in 

the U.S. can be attributed to worker 

productivity increases from higher 

education.

America has dropped to 9th in  

college enrollment rates. While other 

nations are increasing their public 

investment in higher education, we 

seem to be timid and ambivalent. 

As a country, we are 

concerned about losing 

jobs overseas. But what 

would be worse is 

losing innovation, ideas 

and technology market 

share overseas.

America’s colleges and universities 

must prepare the people who solve 

the problems and teach the people 

who change the world.

So if you want to get a real sense  

of where our economy is headed,  

don’t just look at inflation, interest 

rates and stock prices: Look at what 

we’re investing in higher education.

We would like to suggest yet another economic indicator for 

The fed 
to consider.

Investment in our colleges and universities

may well be one of the most significant measures

of long-term economic growth.
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